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The Multicultural Foodservice & 
Hospitality Alliance (MFHA) is a non-profit 
organization with the mission to bring the 
benefits of cultural diversity to the food 
and hospitality industry by building 
bridges that deliver solutions.

      MFHA Showcase of the Stars™ is a      
      live, in person career exploration event  
      that promotes careers in the food and 
      hospitality industry.  

      The primary audience for Showcase of  
      the StarsTM is minority high school and 
      college students.  Select events also 
      target adult professional career 
      changers.

Who We Are

About Showcase of the StarsTM

Our Format
MFHA Showcase of the StarsTM is executed 
in a panel format with five to ten panelists/ 
industry professionals who represent 
different segments of the industry. The 
panelists or “Stars” are usually seated on 
a stage in an auditorium or theater-like 
venue, and answer questions from the 
Showcase Host and the student audience 
who may be seated theater style or at 
round tables.



Our Goals

      To communicate the vital message 
      for students to stay in school, aim 
      high and believe in their dreams. 

      To convey the idea that hospitality 
      careers offer quality of life and 
      excellent earning potential.

      To demonstrate that diversity is 
      valued and needed in our industry.

MFHA’s award winning Showcase of the 
StarsTM began with the vision of Ernie 
Royal, the National Restaurant 
Association’s first African-American 
director. Mr. Royal imagined traveling 
nationwide to tell young people of color 
about the great career opportunities 
within the industry.  

In 2000, Gerry Fernandez, President of 
MFHA, endeavored to make Mr. Royal’s 
vision a reality and launched the first 
ever Showcase of the StarsTM in 
Chicago, Illinois.   

Showcase of the StarsTM continues its tour 
around the country.  Future plans include 
the addition of regional conferences, career 
fairs and online resources.  Our schedule is 
continuously being developed and can be 
found on the MFHA website at 
www.mfha.net. 

Our Future

Our Roots

   To educate, motivate and inspire   
   students to pursue careers in the 
   industry. 



Since 2000, MFHA has expanded 
Showcase of the StarsTM and hosted events 
in cities around the nation, including: 

Our Footprints

      Number of schools reached: 230 schools 
      Number of students: 5000 students
      Number of events: 51
      * Numbers reflect data as of January 2009.

Our Facts

Our Testimonials
“I enjoyed being able to hear first hand what 
industry leaders had to say.  One speech 
particularly motivated me more to follow my 
dreams no matter what.” 
   - Markelia Daniels, Student
     Breithaupt Career and Technical Center

“Showcase of the StarsTM in Los Angeles was 
an unqualified hit.  It was high energy, engaging, 
enlightening and exceptionally well done. It is the 
kind of career exposure that helps us keep youth 
motivated, working hard in school and going on 
to college.” 
   - Denise Fairchild, Director
     Regional Economic Development Institute 
     Los Angeles Trade-Technical College 

“MFHA Showcase of StarsTM is one of the most 
rewarding experiences I’ve had during my years 
working in foodservice.  It’s a great forum to 
bring the industry together to attract talent and 
to give us the opportunity to give back.  My 
colleagues who have volunteered also rave 
about participating.” 
    - Sumi DeBenedittis, Showcase Panelist
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The Multicultural Foodservice & Hospitality Alliance
P.O. Box 25661

Providence, Rhode Island 02905
Phone: 401.461.6342      Email: info@mfha.net        

Whatsnext4me.com (WN4ME.com) is a 
web-based career exploration and information 
site that goes hand in hand with Showcase of 
the StarsTM. The site features over two 
hundred individual profi les of professionals 
from all industry segments and work 
disciplines.

WN4ME.com provides insights about a 
number of different industry segments 
professional organizations and offers links 
to other websites that can provide career 
resources.  The site also features a job 
search function to help students pursue 
opportunities within the industry.

www.mfha.net

www.whatsnext4me.com

Our Online Presence


